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Wicking bed – a new technology for 
adapting to climate change 
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Section 1 What is a wicking bed? 
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How wicking beds work 
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A remarkable substance 
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Surface tension and the water holding capacity of s oil. 
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The wetting front 
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The drying front 
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Deep and shallow irrigation 
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Water below the root zone 
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Section 2 Open and closed wicking beds 
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Open wicking beds 
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Wicking beds with subsurface feed 
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Above ground wicking beds 
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Scheduling with open and closed wicking beds 
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Open beds 
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Wicking bed with biological decomposition 
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Section 3 Wicking beds and carbon capture 
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Capturing atmospheric carbon 
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